
Obituary  
George Dennis Sullivan, Kansas City, MO 
August 6, 1915 - February 20, 2011 
 
George Dennis Sullivan, 95, a man of character and love and God, went home to 
be with his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ on Sunday, February 20, 2011. He joined 
his wife of 69 years, Jessie Pauline Sullivan, who died January 14th of this  year. 
 
Dennis was born August 6, 1915 to Earl and Clara Sullivan in Denver, Missouri. He 
was fourth of twelve children and is survived by sisters Pearl Lants, Virginia 
Varner, Mary Louise Shields, and Joan Garrison, and by brother Dale Sullivan.  He 
was preceded in death by his sister Emily Maye Woirhave and brothers, Leon, 
John, Paul, Donald and Harvey Sullivan. 
 
Dennis was attending Bales Baptist Church in Kansas City when he met Jessie 
Way. They were married on April 6, 1941, and had three children, and lived 69 
loving years together.  Dennis & Jessie are survived by their son, Mike Sullivan, 
their daughter, Kathy Stous, and their grandchildren, Mikel Stous and Holle Curtis. 
Their youngest son, Robert Sullivan, died in 2005. 
 
Early on Dennis worked in Kansas City for Pryor Brass Mfg. and later operated two 
neighborhood newspapers, The East Side Optimist and The Blue Valley Voice.  In 
1942 he enlisted in the Navy and served as a top recruiter.   
 
While supporting his family and fulfilling military responsibilities, Dennis also 
attended law school at the University of Missouri in Kansas City.  He began his law 
career in 1945 and was a highly respected and trusted attorney for over sixty 
years.  He started in general practice and eventually specialized in family estate 
planning.  His clientele steadily grew as they told others of his excellent help and 
friendship and as they continued his services in their own families for three to 
four generations. 
 
Since being baptized in 1937, Dennis was always faithful in Christian ministry.  He 
participated in many leadership positions within local churches and personally 
helped hundreds of needy individuals.  He helped create and supported during 
critical years many missions and organizations such as the Kansas City Christian 
School, Youth for Christ, and John Knox Village.  He also assisted his wife in her 



nationally known Children's Church ministry, faithfully participating in every 
children's service with her.  Dennis wanted children to learn to love Jesus the way 
he did. 
 
Later Dennis reached out into a world wide ministry.  He and his wife Jessie began 
to explore children's ministries in Ireland, England, Spain, and Greek Islands. They 
learned more about Biblical lands by traveling in Jordan, Israel, and by following  
Paul the Apostle's missionary trips.  They also faithfully supported many foreign 
missionaries and went on short-term missionary trips to help in places such as 
East Berlin, Germany, China, the Philippines and the Dominican Republic. 
 
In 1983, Dennis and his wife began to read the Bible together out loud daily.  By 
2005, they had read the Bible out loud fourteen times. After these readings, 
Dennis caught a vision of using a tree as a way to simply symbolize the message of 
the entire Bible.  Jessie wrote of this vision in their book together, A Trilogy. 

Memorial Services will be held at 2:00 pm on Sunday, February 27th, at the 
Kingswood Senior Living Community, 10000 Wornall Road, Kansas City, MO.  
Previously he was buried next to his wife Jessie at Bethel Cemetery, Kansas City, 
KS.  In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Kosky African Mission, one of 
many missions they supported for a lifetime.  Donations can be mailed to:  World 
Outreach Ministries, PO Box B, Marietta, GA 30061.  Designate for the Kelly Kosky 
Mission Fund code #48.  To make an Online donation go to 
www.WorldOutreach.org.   Then, go to "Donate On-Line" , "Missionary Support", 
and select "Kosky, Kelly & Kathy  SOUTH AFRICA" from the list of missionary 
names. 
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